
Dear Tewodros, 
I am very pleased to be here today to open with you your new exhibition. Your latest 
exhibition at the Alliance Ethio-Française dates back to October 2013 and we have been 
impatiently waiting to discover your new work! 
 
Dear friends, 
Although Tewodros Hagos does not need to be introduced to his public, I would simply like to 
recall that he graduated in 1995 from the School of Fine Arts and Design of the University of 
Addis Ababa. He then went to Belgium, to Antwerp, where he refined his technique, probably 
inspired by some great masters of Flemish painting. After 10 years, he decided it was time to 
go home.  
 
His artistic practice is accompanied by a strong social commitment to disadvantaged youth in 
connection with the Ethiopian NGO "Artists for Charity". 
 
Dear Tewodros, 
Your last exhibition at the Alliance was untitled “You and me”. Your message at the time, 
expressed by the teams of workers carrying barelas, was that no one could live without the 
help of others.  
 
For this new exhibition, your focus is on the individual who is telling us: "Watch me."  
 
You present us with solo portraits, mainly of young men, humble workers, some at work, 
some standing idle.  What is striking is that the young men you portray, who wish to attract 
our attention, each in their own way, seem at the same time very shy, not totally comfortable. 
And their shyness, their insecurity, their authenticity is quite moving. 
The people you present to us, whom you portray with great care and affection, are ordinary 
people, real Ethiopians, in their simplicity, not the Ethiopians matching the imagination of 
foreign visitors. In fact, you depict us the social realities of your country, the man in the street 
and the hard-working people. I must confess that I could not help thinking about Gustave 
Caillebotte and his “floor planers”, one of the first representations of urban proletariat, when 
looking at some of your men at work.. 
 
What is also stunning, is how much your style is evolving, is developing. You have entered a 
new period. From the white backgrounds you moved to darker backgrounds. You still use the 
close-ups on square canvas we love, but this time you venture into American shots; and they 
are simply admirable. The body language of your characters really adds to their humanity. 
You also pay tonight an exceptional tribute to some fellow Ethiopian painters who inspire 
you. 
 
I do believe that only the real artist is perpetually innovating, perpetually inventing new ways 
to express himself. And you are a real artist. 
 
Each culture carries with it a share of singularity and a share of universality. Its traditions, its 
references, its practices are singular. It reflects the people who share it and their history as 
well. But it also forms part and parcel of our universal culture. 
 
Obviously, Tewodros Hagos is an artist whose message is universal. He talks to us, he 
touches us and we are moved by the beauty and humanity of his art.  With the Alliance, we 
are proud to promote the great and lively Ethiopian culture, to promote cultural diversity as 
well as the universality of culture.  
 
We are very proud to host such a talented artist and a generous human being.  
Dear Tewodros, thank you so much for this absolutely beautiful and profound exhibition ! 


