
  

FROM 1907 UNTIL NOWADAYS

The embassy 
of France 
in Addis Ababa



Welcome to the Embassy of France  
in Addis Ababa

France is delighted to welcome you on the highlands of Ethiopia  
inside the beautiful park that it was entrusted with in 1907 by Em-

peror Menelik in order to set up its representation. The Emperor wished 
that it be located in a setting worthy of the close and trustworthy rela-
tionship founded between our country and Ethiopia in the course of 
the XIXth century and sealed by a friendship treaty in 1897. Due to the 
embassy’s long presence in the area, the surrounding neighbourhood 
has taken the name « Farensay ». 

As you will see upon reading this booklet, the embassy has been wit-
ness to important episodes of the history of Ethiopia and of France.

Today, the embassy actively contributes to strengthening the extreme-
ly rich partnership set up between the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia and our country, as well as to the development of our cooper-
ation with the African Union, and in particular in promoting peace and 
security on the continent, but also Africa’s development and its fight 
against climate disruption.

We are therefore pleased and proud to welcome at the residence of 
France many friends and personalities from Ethiopia, but also from 
the African Union and its member states : ministers, general Officers, 
ambassadors, businessmen and businesswomen, journalists, civil 
society representatives, artists invited by the Alliance éthio-française, 
researchers invited by the French Center for Ethiopian Studies, pupils 
from the Lycée Guebre-Mariam and young learners of the French 
language from Ethiopian high schools… 

We also have the pleasure of receiving there our fellow citizens, happy 
to come together to commemorate important moments from our 
history or simply to share a moment of conviviality together.

It is this setting, exceptional for its history, for its beauty, for the wealth 
of its flora and fauna, that I invite you to discover through this booklet.

Brigitte Collet, Ambassador of France   
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The construction by the French of the railway linking Djibouti to Addis 
Ababa, started in 1897 and completed twenty years later, will contribute 
to the strenghtening of the exchanges with Ethiopia as well as to the 
French presence in the region.

Ten years later, in 1907, Emperor Menelik grants France an extensive 
domain carved out of his private lands in order that the country establish 
a permanent representation. This domain is received during the special 
mission of the minister Mr. Klabukovski. The French presence in Ethiopia 
is reinforced the same year with the opening of the Ethio-French Alliance in 
Addis Ababa, followed by the opening of a second Alliance in Dire Dawa.

A domain for the embassy
Emperor Menelik wanted France to enjoy a domain on which the country 
could establish a permanent representation. It is said that he demarcated 
the plot himself on the 15th of June 1907 during a hunting foray. Here is what 
Mr. Klabukovski has to say: “none is superior to it or can boast, amongst the 
legations’ zone, of better conditions from all points of view. Menelik insisted 
on demarcating it himself, giving us more than what I had requested. He 
wishes, he told me, that France, who came as a friend, the first in Abyssinia, 
feel at ease in his capital.”

Inauguration of the Addis Ababa train station on the 3rd of December 1929 in the presence of the Ambassador of France, Mr. Verchère de Reffye.

Arrival of Léonce Lagarde in Ethiopia, in 1897 (source : L’Illustration).

The first contacts between France and the legendary kingdom of Prester 
John are mostly initiated by explorers, traders or missionaries. Some 

of them, like Jacques-Charles Poncet in the XVIIth century or Rochet 
d’Héricourt in the 1840s, also played a diplomatic role. The first treaty of 
friendship and trade that is signed between France and Ethiopia dates back 
to 1843 and was made between the French king Louis-Philippe and the king 
of Shoa Sahle Selassie.

The second half of the XIXth century sees a strengthening of the bonds 
between the two countries, mostly due to a few select individuals who, in 
Rimbaud’s mould, had come to seek fortune and adventure in the land of the 
Negus. Félix Faure, the president of the French Republic, decides in 1897 
to send a minister to represent him at the court of Emperor Menelik, who 
has just beaten the Italians in Adua the preceding year. This desire to forge 
permanent ties with the Negus owes a lot to the French presence in Djibouti. 

On the 20th of March 1897, Léonce Lagarde, the governor of Djibouti and first 
Ambassador of France to Ethiopia, signs several conventions with Menelik 
recognizing the borders between the former-Côte française des Somalis (as 
Djibouti was then known) and Ethiopia. Léonce Lagarde, main architect of 
the incipient warm Franco-Ethiopian relationship, is granted the title Duke 
of Entoto by Menelik and will become the godfather of the future monarch 
Haile Selassie.

From first contacts  
to establishing a  
permanent embassy
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The western facade of the legation in 1917.

In 1919, the French state buys 
back the house built by Mr. 
Brice, which becomes the resi-
dence of the French Embassy. 
During the visit of the travel-
ler and writer André Armandy 
in 1929, the latter describes a 
large and agreeable building 
“but which, with is thatch roof 
and wattle and daub walls, 
was still really just a hut.”

In 1930, a French delegation 
led by Marshal Franchey  
d’Esperey comes to Addis 
Ababa for the coronation 
of Haile Selassie. It is an 
important juncture for the 
friendship that links the two 
countries and France wishes 
to express this fact in a clear 
manner. The delegation’s ar-
rival is minutely prepared by 
the Ambassador.

THE EMBASSY AND THE  
CORONATION CEREMONIES

The coronation is fixed for the 2nd of November 1930, 

and the Emperor requests that the European and 

American delegations arrive a few days beforehand. 

Marshal Franchet d’Esperey is welcomed in person 

by the Emperor upon his arrival by train on the 27th 

of October. One thousand military troops make up 

the guard of honour outside the train station. A quick 

succession of diner parties, receptions, ceremonies 

and horse races then follows. On the 4th of Novem-

ber, a great dinner during which 44 guests are enter-

tained is given at the residence. As the dining hall is 

too small, a tent is erected in the garden. The Emper-

or is present with the Empress and the main dignitar-

ies of the country, as well as the Duke of Gloucester 

and the Prince of Udine, who each represent their re-

spective countries. A beautiful reception follows the 

dinner followed by dances that continue well into the 

night. On the 7th of November, the Marshal receives 

the Emperor and the military high command at the 

embassy, for a ceremonious lunch followed by anoth-

er reception. The next day marks the end of this op-

ulent period for the imperial capital and the French 

legation.

In the report sent on the 14th of November 1930 to Mr. 

Briand, the Minister of Foreign affairs of the French 

Republic, the Ambassador, Mr. Verchère de Reffye, 

underlines the good performance of the embassy 

stables during the show jumping organized upon the 

occasion of the coronation: “the events proved to be 

a real triumph for the stables of the French legation, 

that won two cups and several prizes.” These stables, 

like other embassy stables in Addis Ababa, date back 

to the time when Addis Ababa inhabitants still used 

horses to circulate in the capital city. They are today 

a riding club, managed by an association.

The next year, the Ambassador of France, Mr. Brice, undertakes the con-
struction of an official French residence with his own income. The build-

ing, that he thinks is temporary, is modelled on traditional Ethiopian houses. 
A single storey construction, it is largely open onto the garden, and faces 
the south and the imperial capital. Upon the request of the emperor, the 
legation has a bridge built on the verge of its plot to ease the comings and 
goings of its agents and, especially, of the communities living in the vicinity. 
It is in this domain that the French delegation, which has arrived on time 
to witness the coronation of empress Zawditu in 1917, sets up. This delega-
tion is led by the new Ambassador of France, Maurice de Coppet. It is the 
first time that France sends an official representative to the coronation of an 
Ethiopian sovereign. 

1. 1917. The caravan of Maurice de Coppet en route to the coronation of Zewditu.

2 and 3. 1917. Coronation of Zewditu, Menilik the second’s daughter. On the left, Maurice de Coppet.
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The French Legation in 1934 : 

1. The guard of honour in front of 
the Legation’s main gate.

 2. The winter garden. 

3. The French minister’s office.

4. The small salon.

5 and 6. The dining room.

7

1934. The French Legation during the renovation works (left) and after its renovation (right). 
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These sumptuous ceremonies also highlight the fact that the French 
residence is no longer adapted to the necessities of diplomatic life in 
Addis Ababa. What is more, Emperor Haile Selassie, acting upon a wish of 
Menelik, was encouraging France to embellish the park by building new 
facilities that would agree with the beautiful setting of the embassy. 

In 1934, great works are undertaken. The residence sheds its old appear-
ance but keeps its thatch roof, similar in this detail to most of the tradition-
al houses in the Addis Ababa of the 1930s. The gardens are embellished 
and the reception rooms are transformed and completed with a winter 
garden. A tall mast is built in order that the colors of the Republic fly high 
above the French legation. But despite these new sparkling adornments, 
the residence and Ethiopia are edging towards a more sombre period.



Letter bearing the stamp of the Comité de la France Libre 
based in Addis Ababa, dated from 1942. 8

Residents of Addis 
Ababa come to 
seek refuge at the 
embassy, 1936.

Upon the entrance of General  
Badoglio at the head of the Italian 
troops into Addis Ababa on the 5th 
of May, the troubles cease as It-
aly brutally imposes a new order. 
The embassy empties itself and 
loses its role as a diplomatic rep-
resentation. A chargé d’affaires for  
Ethiopia is detached to the em-
bassy of France in Rome. Consular 
services are maintained and take 
care of the embassy grounds until the liberation of the city by the British 
troops and Ethiopian patriots, and the triumphal return of Haile Selassie, 
on the 5th of May 1941.

A new chapter of the history of the embassy then begins. The Commis-
sariat of Free France for East Africa is set up in Addis Ababa during the 
summer of 1941 under the leadership of the lieutenant-colonel Palewski. 
The embassy of Addis Ababa hence becomes the first embassy of France to 
be held by the Free French and will play an important role during the rest of 
the war. For it is from this Commissariat that is organised the blockade of 
the Côte Française des Somalis, to pressurize the territory into going over 
to the Gaullist camp. Tracts and leaflets are redacted in the embassy to be 
then scattered over Djibouti by plane, and the territory finally joins 
the Free French at the end of 1942. 

The embassy bears inside its walls the 
memory of the commitment of the French 
soldiers fallen for the freedom of Ethiopia: 
the General de Gaulle indeed inaugurat-
ed in 1953, during a private visit, a memo-
rial plaque to pay homage to the sacrifice 
of two French air force crews who took off 
from Aden and who died bombing Italian 
positions in October and December 1940. 

Volunteers leave to find protected persons  
under threat in town. 1936. 

The rise of perils in the world of the 1930s does not leave unscathed the 
only African independent empire – far from it. The League of Nations 

seems impotent in the face of Italy’s colonial appetites and the French  
Embassy prepares itself for war. As early as 1934, an air raid shelter is dug 
out in order to protect from eventual bombings from the fascist air forces 
the some hundred and fifty French citizens and the two thousand people 
under France’s protective wing that live in the Ethiopian capital.

When the Italians cross the Mareb River and invade the empire on the 3rd of 
October 1935, France has many different groups of people living under its 
protection in Ethiopia : the Armenians represent the most numerous group, 
earning the legation the nickname of “Arménienville”, but the legation is 
also a refuge for Syrian-Lebanese, the Chinese, the Russians, the Poles, 
the Czechoslovak and the Swiss. Military reinforcements are sent up from  
Djibouti to the current defence attaché. At the end of March 1936, the Ethi-
opian army is in disarray and refugees are pressing into the park of the 
embassy that fills itself with makeshift tents and kitchens. 

On the 1st of May 1936, in the evening, the Ambassador of France, Albert 
Bodard, is received at the palace by Haile Selassie who announces to him 
his imminent departure for Geneva, via Djibouti. During the following three 
days, the city suffers pillaging and the embassy has to ward off several at-
tacks. Trucks mounted with machine guns are sent to collect French citizens 
as well as other nationalities under France’s protection that are in difficulty; 
the great salon of the residence is transformed into a medical dispensary, 
while the office becomes a makeshift operating theatre. Convoys are set up 
to evacuate the able bodied by rail; while the most seriously wounded are 
transported to Jan Meda from where planes fly them to Djibouti. From the 
1st till the 5th of May, the legation harbours close to two thousand people of 
which more than three hundred children.

The French legation  
and the war



that a President of the Republic visits the embassy. 
For the occasion, the residence is enlarged and 
completely renovated. As the facilities no longer 
adequately answer the needs of the times, it is decided 
to add a building for the chancery as well as several  
residential buildings.

1. In 1966, the Général de Gaulle visiting the Lycée Guebre-Mariam.

2. The Général de Gaulle, at the embassy in 1953 in front of the tomb of the French airmen that died in 1940.
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A new setting for a  
relaunch of relations

10

In 1944, the embassy renews its diplomatic representative role for France 
to Ethiopia and Haile Selassie favours maintaining French influence by 

lending his support to the rebirth of the Ethio-French Alliance cultural 
association (1943) as well as to the creation of the Lycée Guebre-Mari-
am (1947). Technical cooperation grows as well, with the creation of the 
French archeologic mission in Ethiopia (1955), which will later become 
the French Center for Ethiopian Studies. 

At the end of the Second World War, the residence is in very bad shape. 
A complete reconstruction project is considered, but abandoned in fa-
vour of a renovation program which should be completed for the arrival 
of General de Gaulle.

The latter, who has become the President of the Republic, carries out 
in August 1966 a memorable official visit to Addis Ababa, where he is 
received with full honours by his friend Haile Selassie. It is the first time 



Attention césures mettre tous les textes 
en english UK

THE TOAST CARRIED BY 

PRESIDENT POMPIDOU 

IN THE HONOUR OF HIS 

MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF 

ETHIOPIA ON THURSDAY 

THE 18TH OF JANUARY 1973 :

“I would like to tell you how happy I 

was to receive His Majesty as well as 

several members of His family and 

of His government this evening at 

the embassy […] The French Embas-

sy evokes many memories, and first 

of all that of the illustrious Emperor  

Menelik who granted to France the 

superb grounds on which it is built. I 

know that Your Majesty had in the past 

expressed the desire to see the park 

embellished with new constructions 

which would agree with the setting of 

the embassy. It has been done. I visit-

ed earlier some of these buildings and 

I am pleased that the style of the old 

dwellings of Ethiopia has been pre-

served. How not to evoke as well in 

this residence the memory of the Gen-

eral de Gaulle, who was a companion 

in your struggle and your friend and 

who, right here, six years ago, officially 

received you.”
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toast to the Emperor in which he recalls  
Menelik’s gesture and congratulates 
himself on the new buildings. Seven  
years after the visit of the General de 
Gaulle, Mr. Pompidou thus pays homage 
to the man who capably redefined and 
revitalized the traditional friendship be-
tween the French and Ethiopian nations.

This visit of President Pompidou is the 
last strong moment of this rich period 
of Franco-Ethiopian relations. One year 
later, the Ethiopian revolution sweeps 
away Haile Selassie and the Derg ré-
gime seizes power. This deeply effects 
relations with France.

Visit of President Pompidou  
to Addis Ababa, 1973.12

The blueprints of the new chancery are drafted by Mr. de Saint-Blanquat, 
under the supervision of the architect in charge of civil buildings and pal-
aces, Mr. de Hoym de Mariem. The chancery, set around a central patio, is 
well integrated into its environment, mirroring, with its thatch roof and its 
series of facades in recess, the Ethiopian style of the residence. These im-
portant works are initiated on the 28th of December 1971. Beside the chan-
cery, four official housing units, as well as forty seven houses for Ethiopian 
staff members and a building for the cultural, cooperation and technical 
services, and a perimeter wall, are also constructed. The residence and the 
buildings of the military mission are renovated shortly after.

The chancery is completed for the visit of the second President of the 
Vth Republic, Georges Pompidou, who inaugurates it in 1973. During his 
visit, the President receives the Emperor as well as the main court per-
sonalities for a grand dinner in the residence’s dining room. He bears a  

12
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The tomb of the guard  
who died in 1991.

to the French Embassy and its staff. French political 
presence is now at a strict minimum and the embassy’s 
daily work is deeply affected. On the 22nd of March, the 
French commercial office, which operates from a rental 
space in the town centre, receives an eviction notice. In 
24 hours, this office is repatriated inside the embassy, in 
one of the villas whose inhabitants were expulsed at the 
beginning of the month. The commercial services are 
setting up for good under the eucalyptus of “Farensaye” 
(“France” in Amharic), the name given by Ethiopians to 
the embassy neighbourhood.

Ten years later, during the month of March 1991, Mengis-
tu’s régime seems to be on the verge of collapse and 
foreign diplomats are in fear of troubles. Once again, 
the embassy begins to plan for the evacuation of French 
citizens. The tension rising since March explodes at the 
end of May with the exit of Mengistu and the entrance 
into the capital of the revolutionary forces. On the 25th 

of May, all French citizens who wish to be evacuated are 
flown to Djibouti by military planes. On the 28th of May, 
the opposition forces enter the city and the soldiers of 
the communist régime flee to the hills directly to the 
north of the capital. The embassy park finds itself in the 
combat zone. In the ensuing confusion, the embassy’s 
staff village is pillaged and one of the guards of the 
embassy, Mr. Samuel Sahelu, is mortally wounded. His 
tomb lies today at the place where he fell in order that 
his commitment in the service of the embassy and its 
occupants not be forgotten. 

Since the fall of the Derg and the inception of the 
new Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, France 
has rekindled with Ethiopia solid and confident rela-
tions. Their intensification has rendered to the French  
Embassy all of its importance.

The embassy, a 
witness to political 
upheaval
In the first years of the new régime, French interests are not directly under-

mined. The French presence in Djibouti obliges the military régime to not 
confront a country that controls one of Ethiopia’s vital access routes to the 
sea. But the independence of Djibouti in 1977 modifies the balance of power 
and relations become brittle as Ethiopia moves closer to the Soviet bloc.

In 1982, times at the embassy are again sombre. The French press has firm-
ly condemned the military offensive the Derg has initiated to squash the 
revolt throughout Eritrea and has called upon the government to condemn 
the offensive. And on the 26th of February, the Secretariat for Internation-
al Relations of the Socialist Party, the majority partner within the coalition 
of the union of the left government in France, demands the right of self- 
determination for Eritreans. For Mengistu’s régime, this is too much. On 
the 2nd of March, the embassy receives the order to evacuate half of its dip-
lomatic personnel in 48 hours. On the 4th of March, twelve members of the 
embassy and their families fly for France. Twenty ambassadors of countries 
that are friends of France have come to the airport in a show of support 

14
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Since the visits of the General de Gaulle 
in 1964 and of the President Georges 
Pompidou in 1973, two presidents of 
the French Republic have made offi-
cial visits to Addis Ababa. In January 
2011, President Sarkozy met with the 
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and took 
part in the opening of the 16th summit 
of Heads of state and government of 
the African Union. At the invitation of 
Prime Minister Hailemariam, President  
Hollande came on the 25th of May, 2013, 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
creation of the Organisation of African  
Unity, which has become today the  
African Union. Upon this occasion he 
met the French community and the stu-
dents of the Lycée Guebre-Mariam.

17

FRANCE AND  
THE AFRICAN UNION 

The embassy is also the permanent 

representation of France to the African  

Union (AU), which succeeded to the 

Organisation of African Unity and was  

created and set up in Addis Ababa in 1963. 

Granted observer status to the organi-

sation, France is a privileged partner of 

the AU, because of its United Nations 

Security Council permanent member-

ship status and for its role inside the 

European Union, the AU’s first financial 

partner. France maintains a rich polit-

ical dialogue with the AU, in particular 

upon questions of peace and security 

in Africa. The President of the Republic 

thus travelled to Addis Ababa upon the 

jubilee of the pan African organisation 

on the 25th of May 2013. The President 

of the AU Commission, Mrs Dlamini- 

Zuma met the President of the Republic in  

Paris in October 2014, upon the occa-

sion of her third visit to France since the 

beginning of her mandate. France’s sup-

port to the action of the African Union to 

resolve crises in Africa is also manifest-

ed by active cooperation on the ground, 

as was the case in Mali in 2013 (support 

from the French Serval operation to the 

AU force, the MISMA), but also in CAR in 

2014 (joint action of the French Sangaris 

operation and the AU force, the MISCA). 
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In the service of France 
and of French citizens

16

The Residence, a venue for France to receive guests 
The Residence has for vocation to welcome the friends and partners of France. 
Many Ethiopian, French and foreign political personalities, men and women 
of letters, scientists, as well as personalities from civil society and from the 
business world, are received here. Personalities from the whole continent, and 
notably leaders from the African Union Commission, are frequent guests of 
the residence. Indeed, since 2002, the embassy not only represents France in 
Ethiopia, but also to the African Union. 
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The residence offers its guests all of the 
charm of an Ethiopia’s ancient dwelling 
with a French touch en plus. The high 
ceilinged rooms of the one storied building 
are decorated with French works of art. The 
“small Breton village” of Tréboul, painted 
by Eugène Schlumberger, graces the wall of  
the grand reception hall. We can also admire 
a “Table in the sun” by Henri-Eugène Le Si-
daner, a post-impressionist French painter, 
as well as a “House on the verge of a forest,” 
a work by Jean Dufy.

 

The grand reception hall of the Residence. 1918

The grand salon and the terrace enable to organize beautiful receptions, 
and the dining room can accommodate more than fifty guests and, if not 

sufficient, it is always possible to have a tent erected in the garden, as was 
done back in 1930. It is also under canvas in the garden that the hundreds of 
guests who honour France with their presence are received each year upon 
the occasion of the 14th of July.

The French community is also regularly invited, for the national celebration 
day, the commemoration of the end of the second world war, the Easter egg 
hunt that is the joy of children, as well as for events such as the Franco- 
German celebrations that marked in 2013 the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Elysée reconciliation treaty.
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A green embassy, keen  
to protect biodiversity

At 2600 metres of altitude, the vast park that surrounds the 
residence is one of the green lungs of Addis Ababa. The 

embassy strives to capitalize on its resources and to undertake 
exemplary actions in the field of sustainable and responsible man-
agement, especially regarding water and energy’ consumption.

Embassy park houses are progressively equipped with hot water 
tankers using solar energy and garden irrigation, which already 
uses rain water, should in the future, begin to use more economic 
drip irrigation.

The Residence’s vegetable plot has varied and organic produce. All 
these local vegetables are given a place of honor at the Residence, a 
showcase for our gastronomy.
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The park is rich of a flora that has become over time rare in the Ethiopian 
capital. Some species that have indeed disappeared from the Addis Ababa 
landscape as they are rooted out by eucalyptus are still present in the park. 
The embassy presents to the municipality of Addis Ababa the grains of 
indigenous botanical species. The embassy has chosen to progressively 
replace its own eucalyptuses with local species which are less water hun-
gry and do not acidify the soils. In order to favour the pollination of the 
park’s flowers, bee hives were introduced in 2013.

The park also has an educational role. Its setting and its unique flora are a 
real small botanical garden that the students of the Lycée Guebre-Mariam 
come to discover.

Due to this exceptional flora, the embassy’s park is an ideal refuge for 
many birds and animal species. Wild geese live alongside jackals, civet 
cats and mongooses, and vultures use the eucalyptus to perch in great 
numbers while tortoises occupy the ground floor.

It is this unique biodiversity capital that the embassy wishes to preserve 
and nurture for the future, in this country with which the exchanges and 
deep bonds of friendship continue growing and expanding.

2222



Mural painting executed by Patrick Singh in February 2015 on the embassy perimeter wall.
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AMBASSADORS OF FRANCE 
IN ADDIS ABABA  
- A TIMELINE  

LEGATION

Mr. Lagarde – June 1897

Mr. Brice – July 1907 

Mr. De Coppet – January 1917

Mr. Gaussen – August 1923 

Mr. Verchère de Reffye – April 1928

Mr. Bodard – March 1934

Closure : February 1937

Mr. De Blesson – September 1944

EMBASSY

Mr. Roux – June 1950

Mr. Baeyens – April 1955

Mr. Sauvagnargues – Juillet 1956 

Mr. Begougne de Juniac – February 1960 

Mr. Bénard – June 1965

Mr. Treca – August 1971

Mr. Barbier – June 1975

Mr. Russeil – May 1978

Mr. Bry – October 1980

Mr. Paoli – July 1984

Mr. Michel – October 1987

Mr. Pavret de la Rochefordière – September 1990

Mr. Amigues – February 1993 

Mr. Rouquié – September 1996

Mr. Dewatre – March 2000

Mrs Dallant – July 2001

Mr. Gompertz – September 2004

Mr. Belliard – January 2009

Mrs Collet – June 2012
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