
Ministers, 

CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure to be here today with the representatives of the French development 
Agency to attend the Inauguration Ceremony of the Ethiopian Airlines aviation academy. I 
warmly congratulate Ethiopian for this outstanding success. I must confess that I was really 
impressed by what we discovered earlier; impressed but not surprised as I am aware of the 
level of ambition of Ethiopia and of its flagship company EAL. 

- If I am here today, it is because French actors contributed to the upgrading of the Academy.    

The need to scale up the education activity and to extend and modernise this Academy was 
originally identified when Ethiopian ordered a feasibility study to the French consulting 
company Egis Avia.  

Then, the French development Agency, AFD, in 2010, offered to Ethiopian a 30M€ financing 
facility for the Academy. It contributed substantially to the fast-tracked implementation of the 
project. 

AFD has been the first financing institution to develop a long term partnership with Ethiopian 
aside of aircraft purchases.  

The collaboration between these two partners recently expanded through an additional 70M€ 
financing for the construction a new terminal cargo. This new facility is underway with nearly 
half of the work already completed.  

The French government is proud to count among EAL major partners and we are committed 
to further support Ethiopian strategic long-term plan. 

We are also glad to see that a well-experienced and talented French engineering company, 
Aéroports de Paris Ingéniérie, has been selected to supervise the extension works of the 
Bole International Airport as well as to carry out the studies for the future new Airport. 

Let me add, how happy I am that in just a few months, Ethiopian will receive its first aircraft 
from the European company Airbus, the first of its 14 A-350. 

- The completion of the project inaugurated today is a new achievement of the rich and 
longstanding cooperation between France and Ethiopia. It expresses our continuous support 
to the Ethiopian government in its efforts to meet the Growth and Transformation Plan 
challenges. 

I believe that the meaningful partnership between Ethiopian Airlines and the French 
Development Agency exemplifies the kind of collaboration we would like to further deepen 
with other public companies in Ethiopia. 

On the auspicious occasion of the official opening of the aviation academy, I wish Ethiopian a 
resounding success. I know that for you, not even the sky is the limit !   


