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Speech by the Ambassador of France on the occasion of the inauguration of 
Castel Winery (22 March 2014) 

I am delighted to be with you today in Ziway on this very special, very festive occasion - 
the launch of the first Castel vintage in Ethiopia. I am all the more pleased as it reminds 
me of my student days when, like so many other French students, I would take part in 
the grape picking season at the end of summer, in order to make a little money. We 
worked hard but the atmosphere was good. Just like what we have here today! 

- First of all, I wish to extend my warmest congratulations to the BGI-Castel group, and 
in particular to the General Manager of Castel Winery, Bernard Coulais, for the success 
of this project. In order to transform the visionary idea of the late Meles Zenawi and 
make of the Ziway lands the beautiful vineyard that we can now admire, audacity was 
required, for the venture was without precedent in Ethiopia. A strong will was also 
necessary, to bring the project to fruition. BG-Castel possessed those qualities and was 
able to drive a project which is fast becoming a symbol of Ethiopian agricultural 
excellence.  

The difficulties that had to be surmounted were all the more formidable as the ambition 
was of the highest nature and the venture aimed squarely for immediate excellence. 
BGI-Castel brought to the project their great expertise, and an excellent mastery of the 
most advanced techniques to produce a wine of international quality. The company also 
sought to transmit this knowledge and has not only given long term employment to 
hundreds of the inhabitants of the region but has also succeeded in creating 
winemakers - and we well know in France the full nature of the noble qualities inherent 
to this profession, which is almost an art.  

- Mr Prime Minister, we wish to encourage this type of long term engagement, which is 
audacious and based on mutual trust, for all French companies interested in investing in 
your country. BGI-Castel has with this project contributed with distinction to the 
enhancement of the French brand in Ethiopia, and perfectly illustrates the qualities that 
French companies can put to the service of the development of Ethiopia: 

- 1. The ability to listen to our Ethiopian partners, and to commit to the long 
term with them instead of attempting to make quick short term gains, 

- 2. Aiming for excellence, 
- 3. The attention given to the transmission of knowledge, and to the training of 

employees, 
- 4. The nurturing of a certain work culture, a certain work ethic. 

 Other French companies engaged in the sustainable development of Ethiopia have 
already demonstrated to you that they possessed these qualities too, for instance in the 
fields of renewable energy or telecommunications. France wishes to contribute to the 
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development of Ethiopia in all economic sectors: energy, transport but also agriculture, 
floriculture and agri-business, which are all domains in which my country excels. 

When it comes to agriculture and the transformation of agricultural products, as you well 
know, France is a world leader both in the production of the raw materials, but also 
when it comes to their transformation and to adding value to these products. This is true 
both for plant crops but also for animal products. By engaging in Ethiopia, our 
companies can enable you to add value to the your agricultural and livestock products 
on the international market, thus contributing to creating jobs and earning foreign 
currency. This engagement will also participate in the development of a very positive 
brand for Ethiopia in order to develop other economic sectors - I am thinking here more 
particularly of tourism and an increased use of your wonderful cultural and natural 
heritage potential. 

- The inauguration of the first Castel vintage is another opportunity to celebrate the 
friendship that binds our two countries. Your exchanges with the President of the 
Republic, Mr. François Hollande, upon three occasions last year, showed the warmth 
and intensity of our shared relationship. We are working together, in particular our 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, for enhanced peace, security and for sustainable 
development in the region as well as throughout the continent - but we also work 
together in order to jointly push forward our common values on global issues. I am 
thinking in particular of the preparations for the Paris Climate Conference that will be 
held in 2015. I am sure that Ethiopia will play a very positive role in what has to be a 
success. 

We would like this quality of our political relations to be more visible in the economic 
sphere. The success of the first Franco-Ethiopian business forum held last December in 
Addis-Ababa, with the participation of close to 200 companies, showed the increased 
desire of our enterprises to develop partnerships here. The French authorities are 
determined to support these efforts and, as announced by the Minister for Foreign 
Trade, during her visit to Ethiopia last year, I have the pleasure to confirm that France 
has set up, since the beginning of March, a sovereign risk guarantee that will help 
French companies to come in greater numbers to Ethiopia. 

Mr Prime Minister, ladies and gentlemen, this event is particularly well suited to propose 
a toast, while savouring this excellent wine that shall now embody the strong ties 
between our two countries.  

Long live Ethiopia, long live France, long live Franco-Ethiopian friendship!  

 


