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National and international Conference on Addis Abab a and the surrounding 
Oromia Special Zone integrated development plan, Ad ama, 26-28 June 2013 

 
 
 

Excellency Mayor of Addis Ababa, 
Excellency Representative of the Oromia National Regional State,  

Members of the diplomatic corps, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great honour for me to open with you today the 

international and national conference on “Addis Ababa and the 

surrounding Oromia Special Zone integrated development plan” in 

Adama. I would like to thank the Mayor of Addis Abeba, Ato Kuma 

Demeksa, and the President of Oromia, Ato Alemayehu Atomso, 

for their invitation.   

This event, I’m sure, is going to be a big step in the 

preparation of a the regional plan for Addis and Oromia 

surroundings as well as of a revised urban planning scheme for 

the capital city, Addis finfine, with experts coming from all over the 

country and from abroad. I am glad that the French Cooperation 

has been higlhly involved in its preparation, both financially and 

technically, through the support of the French Embassy 

cooperation departement, of the French Agency for Development 

(AFD), as well as from the municipality of “Grand Lyon” (Greater 

Lyon), the sister city of Addis Ababa, and its town planning 

agency.  
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Indeed, more than 10 years after the approval of the revised 

master plan for Addis Ababa, the need for a new master plan 

makes no doubt. The city has considerably improved its 

infrastructures, its organisation, its connection to the rest of the 

world and its economic development. Addis Ababa can certainly 

pride itself now to be a major metropolis. 

However, new urban challenges are arising every day, in 

terms of demographic expansion, in terms of quality and 

maintenance of public services, of connection with secondary and 

satellite cities, of sustainable development, protection of green 

areas and of urban agriculture. For that matter, I am sure that the 

involvement of the Oromia National regional State in the 

conference is a key for its success. Addis Ababa development 

plan has to build on its links with its direct surroundings.  

Ladies and Gentleman, 

I am very happy to be here, representing the French 

Governement, to express our continuous support to Addis 

Ababa urban development  in particular, and to Ethiopia 

sustainable development in general.  

As you might know, France is an historical partner of 

Ethiopia in terms of urban planning. More than 50 years ago, we 

started to work with Ethiopia in its efforts to address urban 

challenges, with the establishment of the “Ethiopian College of 

Urban Planning” , now included in the Institute of Urban 

development Studies of the Ethiopian Civil Service University. It 
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has trained many generations of skilled urbanists. The most 

visible result of this old partnership is that some important places 

in AA were designed by French architects – to mention only the 

main two, Louis Hoym de Marien worked on the Churchill Avenue; 

while Henri Chomette, assigned as principal architect for Addis 

Ababa in the50th, created the headquarters of Commercial Bank 

of Ethiopia, as well as the French Lycée.  

These first steps in exchanging expertise between 

French and Ethiopian cities have been followed by m any 

other initiatives . Among them, I would like to underline the 

continuous support since 14 years of the Lyon town planning 

agency to the city planning of Addis Ababa. To give you the 

measure of this commitment: more than 40 expertise missions 

were organized from 1999 till today, to prepare: first the 2002 

Addis Ababa master plan, then to support its implementation and 

more recently to prepare the new master plan. Expertise was 

provided in many fields, ranging from town planning studies, to 

mass transportation, housing and land policy, secondary markets, 

and waste collection.  

These long-lasting exchanges have led to at least 2 major 

achievements: 

1/ the formalization of the links between the two citi es 

through a city to city cooperation framework in 201 0. The new 

agreement signed last November (2012) embodies the real vitality 

of this partnership. 
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2/ The critical and growing support, both technical an d 

financial, of the French Agency for development (AF D). AFD 

partners Addis Ababa City Government in the implementation of 

its impressive investment program:  

- in water and sanitation , through assistance to the Water and 

Sanitation Agency in its efforts to increase water treatment 

capacity and reduce losses; 

- in solid waste management  through the closure of Koshe 

Repi dumpsite and the future creation of a new sanitary landfill  

- in public transportation  with the development of an 

operational Bus Rapid Transit (the so-called “BRT”) corridor. 

Another project is currently under preparation for the relocation 

of the Addis Ababa Abattoirs . Altogether, the financings 

provided by France through AFD to the capital city amount to one 

hundred millions € in soft loans . 

Moreover, we are keen to mobilize, when it is relevant, 

our expertise in various fields linked to urban and  

sustainable development . When I talk about expertise, I include 

both public and private actors, often working hand in hand. Both 

actors are critical to make public services sustainable, notably 

from an economic perspective. 

That’s why I can only be very pleased to see that 5 French 

Experts, with various backgrounds in public and private sectors, 

have been invited to attend the conference. I am sure they will 

bring valuable ideas to tackle the challenges that Addis Ababa is 
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now facing. Some of them are here following the specific request 

that you, Excellency Mayor of Addis Ababa, made to France a few 

months ago, for more technical expertise. 3 or 4 expertise 

missions in traffic management, mass transit and freight, as well 

as in water and sanitation will therefore be organized until the end 

of the year.  

Apart from Lyon and Addis Ababa, several other French 

cities have developed strong partnerships with Ethiopian 

localities. In 2011, we marked the 20th anniversary of the first 

cooperation between a French and an Ethiopian city, Blanc-

Mesnil and Debre Berhane, which served as a source of 

inspiration for other local authorities. Since then, Gondar, Harar 

and Dire Dawa  have also built strong “city to city” links with 

French cities. We hope there will be more cities and regions 

involved in such partnerships in the coming years. 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

Today, I would like to thank and to congratulate the Addis 

Ababa City Planning project office (AACPPO) and its partners 

for the great work they have accomplished so far. They have been 

innovative enough to launch an integrative approach for AA urban 

planning that includes its regional environment.  

I strongly hope there will be room for the planning office 

(AACPPO) to become a permanent mutual unit in the coming 

years. This kind of structure is instrumental in coordinating all the 

actors of urban planning and in creating a harmonious 
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development. In France, 53 big and intermediate cities have their 

own planning agency, a unique system that interests more and 

more the southern developing and emerging cities in the world.  

Ladies and Gentleman, 

I can reassure you that we will continue to support Addis 

Ababa in improving the planning of this booming metropolis and 

its satellite cities in Oromia.   

Morover, cities have become a pivotal element  in the 

organization of the Ethiopian society and economy and they will 

be more and more as rural exodus is growing in Ethiopia. It is an 

opportunity if well-managed. France, as a developing partner, is 

looking forward to a strengthened partnership with Ethiopia in that 

field.  

I wish you fruitful discussions.  

 

 


