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Speech of the Ambassador of France 

upon the occasion of the gala dinner for 

the 65th anniversary of the Lycée Guebre Mariam  

 

I would like first of all to warmly congratulate the Alumni Association for  

organising our beautiful celebration this evening. I am very happy to me among you 

to celebrate, as a family would do so, the 65th anniversary of the Lycée Guebre 

Mariam. I say « as a family, » because the Lycée Guebre Mariam belongs to all of us, 

Ethiopians, French, third country nationals, alumni, parents and children. The 

celebration of this 65th anniversary is first of all an occasion to come together to 

show our attachment, I would nearly say our affection, for this exceptional institution 

that has been playing such an important role in the last 65 years in the service of 

Ethiopia, in the service of the friendship between our two countries but also of the 

francophonie in the capital of Africa that Addis Ababa is today. 

 

The Lycée Guebre Mariam is not an institution just like any other, whether it be 

in the Ethiopian or the French educative systems. When it was created upon the 

express wish of the Ethiopian authorities in 1947, in order to contribute to the rebirth 

of their country  after the terrible war years, by training a new elite that would be open 

to the world, the French government was more than willing to give its support.  

 

In the course of these last sixty five years,  in what were occasionally trying 

times for the country, the Lycée has continued its good work and enabled thousands 

of Ethiopian children to have access to a very high quality education, the same as the 

one offered to French children by our éducation nationale. 

 

For to learn at the French-Ethiopian Lycée, is not only to acquire recognised 

abilities and knowledge. It is also to  open oneself to the cultural diversity of the world, 

due to the education that is provided, but also due to the social mix of the pupils and 

teachers that are found there. To learn in Guebre Mariam is to understand that 

diversity is a form of wealth that can blossom due to the principles and values that 

are the cornerstone of the French educative system : liberty, equality, fraternity, 

secularity, and which provide the fertile grounds that enable to become responsible 

citizens.  
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Celebrating sixty five years of the Lycée Guebre Mariam is therefore first and 

foremost to take heart in accomplishments that we can be particularly proud of.  I 

would like at this juncture to pay homage to the teaching, administrative and technical 

teams that have allowed the Lycée to come alive and be such a vibrant place since 

its creation ; remarkable women and men, who are devoted and incredibly committed 

to their mission. I also want to pay tribute to the unflagging support of the  French 

Secular Mission and of the Agency for the teaching of French abroad, which have 

always placed their trust in this Lycée and have made it into the great learning 

institution that it is today. A great institution not only in Ethiopia but also at the heart 

of our worldwide educational network of some 500 schools, the most important in the 

world. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

This attachment to our Lycée, we know that it is shared by our highest 

authorities. The late Prime Minister Ato Meles Zenawi, had taken a personnel interest 

in enabling the signature of a new Franco-Ethiopian agreement, last June, in order to 

ensure the continued existence of the Lycée. Just a month ago, the Prime Minister, 

Ato Hailemariam Dessalegn, evoked with President François Hollande, during the 

discussions they held in Paris, the situation of our Lycée. Both of them underlined the 

desire of our two countries to give it continued support. I know that these objectives 

are completely shared by the Minister of Education and by the mayor of Addis Ababa, 

and wish here to thank them for their support as well. 

 

If our two countries are so willing to support the Lycée Guebre Mariam, it is 

because we know the primordial role that it should continue to play at a time when 

Ethiopia has taken the path of an ambitious growth and transformation plan. The 

three pronged vocation of the Lycée gives it a major role in supporting the efforts of 

the Ethiopian government :  

• By receiving 70 % of Ethiopian children, that in this manner have access to 

a trilingual education of great quality, that opens the doors of the world’s 

best universities for them, it contributes in a major fashion to the training of 

the elites that the country needs. Elites that are recruited for their 

knowledge and not by social origin or by  wealth ;                                                       
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•  By offering an education in the French language, in conformity with the 

benchmarks of the French Ministry of Education, it enables our fellow 

citizens living in Ethiopia to have their children schooled in the best 

conditions. At a time when our two governments wish to reinforce and 

bolster French economic presence and commercial exchanges, it is an 

important asset ;                                                                  

• Finally, the presence of a French language Lycée of great quality in the 

capital of Africa, contributes to the attractiveness and influence of Addis 

Ababa, notably by providing a welcoming educational institution to the 

children of our numerous French speaking colleagues that work at the 

African Union or in the different embassies.                                         

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

          This excellence, of which we are proud and to which we should give continued 

support implies large investments. In order to guarantee the quality of our French 

and Ethiopian teachers, in a context in which competition is rife, and to address the 

necessary important building investments we need to undertake, we must bolster 

the Lycée’s resources. 

 

France has committed itself to maintaining the very important effort that it 

has consented and which amounts, I would like to underline here, to yearly 4 million 

Euro, which comes to close to 2.500 Euro per enrolled pupil. This is a considerable 

sum and an exceptional case in our network of French school institutions abroad. In 

the budgetary context that we are currently experiencing, we should rejoice in the fact 

that the durability of this agreement has been reaffirmed. But still, we know that this 

effort will not be sufficient. 

 

This is why discussions have been initiated by the Consultative council, 

established by the agreement of last June, in order to determine a multiyear plan of 

investments and financings that will enable your children, as well as tomorrow’s 

generations, to continue to benefit from the same quality education as today in the 

future. I would like to commend the work initiated by the Consultative council during 

the last eight months and I wish to warmly thank the participants for their commitment.  
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One should also imagine new venues in order to fulfil new needs that are not 

sufficiently answered today. I am here thinking especially of post baccalaureate 

bursaries for those students who would wish to study in France and who do not 

always have the means the means to do so. Several former pupils have begun to 

work towards establishing a foundation that could answer this type of need. I wish to 

thank and encourage those of you who have committed themselves to the 

implementation of such an important project. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

This celebration of the 65th anniversary of course gives us the occasion to 

reminisce about the brilliant past of the Lycée Guebre Mariam, and to celebrate the 

memories that all that attended the school have of their  times there. It should also be 

an occasion to look to the future, with a strong will and full confidence, to identify the 

strengths and maybe also the weaknesses of the Lycée, to together create a new 

project. This project should place the interests of the children first. I have no doubt 

that it will also contribute to the development of Ethiopia, and to a further blossoming 

of the relationship based on cooperation and friendship that brings France and 

Ethiopia together, by enabling our children to be conversant in our two cultures. 

Added to this, it will contribute to the promotion of the French language on the African 

continent, which is already the first French speaking sphere in the world and an 

environment in which French shall continue to thrive. To master the French language, 

without of course neglecting the other international communication languages, is an 

important asset for your children. I know that the Ethiopian authorities are today 

convinced that they should relaunch the learning of French, to give the country all of 

its chances of fully fitting into our global world. The Lycée Guebre Mariam will of 

course play an important role in supporting this relaunch. This is also a strong point 

for the school’s future. 

 

So thank you, all of you, for your everyday commitment in making the Lycée 

Guebre Mariam not only live but thrive. I know, that due to this strong shared purpose, 

of all of us together, we are going to build a bright future for our children. Thank you. 


