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ETHIOPIAN CIVIL SERVICE UNIVERSITY 
INSTITUTE OF LEADERSHIP AND GOOD GOVERNANCE 

Addis Ababa 
February 16, 2013 

 
 
Your Excellency, Deputy Prime Minister,  

High Representatives from Regional States, 

Deputy Country Director of UNDP, 

President of the Ethiopian Civil Service University, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Graduates,  

 

I am very glad and very proud to stand here for this unique occasion: the Graduation of the 1st 
batch of students of the Institute of Leadership and Good Governance.  

I am very glad because this graduation is another testimony of the long-lasting friendship and 
cooperation between my country and Ethiopia.  

The training of students has been for more than 65 years, with the establishment of the lycée 
Guebré Mariam, at the very centre of our strong relationship. 

I am proud because the Ethiopian government turned to us when it decided to establish the 
Institute of Leadership and Good Governance.  

France is well known for its expertise in public management. We have a centuries old tradition 
of State regulation and at the end of the Second World War, when the challenges were to 
rebuild the economy and the public services, General de Gaulle decided that it was essential to 
give to the future leaders of the administration a common, modern and highly qualified training 
to take up these challenges.  
 
To realize this objective the National School of Administration was established. It has since 
provided professional training to generations of senior civil servants. It has passed on to its 
graduates the ethics of government service, based on the values of responsibility, political 
neutrality and selfless service. With its graduates entrusted with gradually increasing 
responsibilities, it has prepared the leaders of our civil service but also of our country, such as 
our current President, François Hollande. It has greatly contributed to the rebuilding of our 
country, to its industrial and social development, to the influence of our diplomacy and of our 
culture. 
 
So when the late Prime Minister Meles Zenawi developed the vision of an institute dedicated to 
the leadership development, we were there, together with our National School of Administration 
(ENA) and UNDP, to share our experience and support this project, essential for the 
modernization of the country. 
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And today, after 7 years of intense work, the first batch of graduates are coming out of the 
Institute. It is truly a great satisfaction for us to have contributed to this remarkable event.  I 
would like to congratulate for this achievement the Ministry of Civil Service, The Ethiopian Civil 
Service University and the Institute of Leadership and Good Governance. 

I would also like to warmly congratulate the first graduates for the years of hard work.  

Dear graduates, in December 2009, you decided to take the ILG’s Entrance Exam and to join an 
Institute in which you developed your skills, knowledge and attitude to become public 
administration leaders, with the beautiful objective to serve the Ethiopian people and to enhance 
the performances of the administration of your country.  

As graduates from the ILG, you will have access to high ranking positions. You will have to 
manage projects and resources, interact with the citizens, with a very noble objective: to serve 
the government and the people. You will also be in a position to play an important role in the 
dialogue and cooperation between regions and the Federal State. 

As you stated, deputy Prime minister, it is essential for the Ethiopian people to have an efficient, 
fair and good quality access to services all over the country. It is also essential for any foreigner 
coming to work or invest in Ethiopia to have access to these services and to work in an 
environment where the rule of law is respected. It is one of the main conditions to attract foreign 
investments, which are one of the keys to development, as clearly stated in the Growth and 
Transformation Plan.  
 
Dear graduates, 
You have worked hard to be graduated today and I am sure that you will continue to work hard 
to be actors of this transformation.  
You also have another mission which is to support the ILG! 

As alumni of the ILG you may become the future mentors and trainers of students from the 
Institute.  
What makes the ILG unique in Ethiopia is that most of its training is dedicated to practice, 
thanks to the dedication of practitioners from the federal and the regional institutions as well as 
of mentors during internship periods.  
 
It is crucial for the dynamism of the ILG that you will be available, in the coming years, to fulfill 
this important role. You will thus contribute to the success of the Institute. Being myself an 
alumni from ENA, our National School of Administration, I can tell you that training younger 
students is a very rewarding mission. I hope that my young colleague from ENA, who is intern at 
the Embassy for a few months, agrees that it is the most interesting part of the curriculum. 

 
Deputy PM, distinguished guests and graduates, 
rest assured, that the embassy of France will be here to continue supporting the challenging but 
fascinating adventure in which you have embarked and which is so important for the future of 
your country. 
 
Thank you. 


