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Ato Hailemariam Dessalegn, Prime minister, 
Deputy Prime Minister, 

Ministers, 
President of the Tigray region, 

Mayor of Mekele, 
CEO of EEPCO, 

African Union Commissionner, 
Messieurs les représentants des entreprises françaises, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
It is a great pleasure for me and for my colleagues from the Embassy and from the 
French development agency to be here today, with you, to inaugurate the Ashegoda 
wind park. 
 
First of all, I am very happy that this important event gives me the opportunity to 
return to this magnificent region of Tigray, a part of the country I greatly appreciate 
for its beauty, as well as for the hospitality of its inhabitants.  
 
It is also and especially, a great pleasure because this Ashegoda wind farm is an 
emblematic project which exemplifies Franco-Ethiopian cooperation.  
 
The French government, in whose name I speak today, has followed the project with 
great attention since its inception. And today, we feel both pride and joy in witnessing 
its completion. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
I wish foremost to pay tribute to the Ethiopian authorities, and in particular to the late 
Ato Meles Zenawi, who placed their trust in French expertise for the undertaking of 
this innovative project, in the framework of the strategy for sustainable economic 
development underway in your country. 
 
Ashegoda is the first project of this nature and of this scope to be developed in Sub-
Saharan Africa, where it remains, to date, the most important wind park.  
To breathe life into this great and innovative project, in a region that remains poorly 
linked to Djibouti Port, it was necessary to rise to the numerous technical and logistic 
challenges. It was also necessary to show flexibility in the face of modifications 
imposed by the development of Mekele Airport. 
  
The quality and depth of the dialogue established between EEPCO, the French 
industrial partners and the French agency for development, with the constant support 
of the Ethiopian and French governments, enabled to find adequate solutions. 
 
I would like to pay a special tribute to M. Marc Vergnet, the founder and former CEO 
of this medium sized French enterprise that is the pride of our country. Dear Marc, 
the Embassy experienced this adventure at your side, and we know to what extent 
the success that we are celebrating today is due to your personal dedication, and to 
the remarkable efforts of your collaborators, inspired by your tenacity and energy.  In 
the name of the French authorities, I wish to thank you, and convey to you all the 
hope that we invest in Vergnet, today led by M. Jérôme Douat, to succeed in many 
other projects as ambitious as Ashegoda, in Africa, and further afield. 
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This magnificent project was also accomplished thanks to the use of Alstom Wind’s 
technology, that alone allowed to rise to the unexpected challenge of moving the 
wind turbines. I would like to salute the presence amongst us today of M. Thierry De 
Margerie, Alstom Wind’s vice-president for Africa, and express the wish that the 
complex project that we are inaugurating today, may serve as a showcase for the 
company, in Ethiopia as well as throughout the rest of the continent. 
The combined technologies of Vergnet and Alstom Wind, today enable EEPCO to 
take custody of a site with high energetic efficiency and low maintenance costs.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
I know, Mr. Prime Minister, that you have expressed the wish for more French 
companies to enter the Ethiopian market, in order to contribute to the accelerated 
development of the country. Our enterprises have the necessary expertise to take on 
even the most complex challenges you face. They can offer to the Ethiopian people 
the level of quality that the country rightly deserves for its national infrastructure 
projects. 
 
The Ashegoda wind park has also shown that we can set up complex financial 
structures, with the help of both private and public partners. This project, of a total 
amount of 232 million Euros, was 100 % financed by a consortium that brought 
together the French agency for development and a pool of French banks (BNP 
Paribas, CIC and Société générale) while the loan is covered by COFACE, the 
insurance-credit company acting on behalf of the French state.  
 
If I allow myself to go into the details of these technical elements that have enabled 
the realization of Ashegoda, it is because I wish to underline, Prime Minister, the 
strong role of the French authorities in the success of this project. As early as 2008, it 
was clear to the French government that Ashegoda should mark the beginning of 
growing economic and technical cooperation ties between our two countries, a 
cooperation that should be played out at the same level and with the same 
remarkable quality, as our excellent political cooperation relationship. 
 
France wishes that our two countries be true partners, I would nearly say allies, to 
enable Ethiopia to become by 2025 a member of the group of medium income 
countries, and what’s more, achieve this with neutral carbon emissions. We wish to 
support you in achieving this ambitious objective that you have begun to implement 
in a methodical and determined manner, in the framework of the GTP.  
 
France has the technological means to rise to your challenges. I would here like to 
draw to your attention the recent publication of the Thomas Reuters benchmark of 
the most innovative companies in the world. For the second year in a run, France 
ranks in third place on this list of the most innovative countries in the world, just 
behind the United States and Japan. 
 
This quality of French expertise, you have acknowledged it : in choosing Vergnet and 
Alstom Wind to realize Ashegoda. By placing on order for 12  A 350 Airbuses for 
Ethiopian Airlines. By asking France Telecom, first to manage Ethio-Telecom during 
two years and half, then in establishing a long term partnership between the two 
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companies. And in choosing Alstom Grid in 2011 to renovate electric substations 
throughout the country. 
 
And we now have a new flagship contract, signed between METEC and Alstom 
Power, for the supply of 8 of the 16 turbines of the Great Renaissance Dam. This 
contract is not only an object of great satisfaction for all of us, in seeing a leading 
French company participate towards the realization of this very ambitious Ethiopian 
endeavor. But it also bears testimony to the type of partnership that we want to 
develop with our Ethiopian partners, in this case METEC, that will enjoy technology 
transfers in order to develop and modernize its industrial capacity. 
 
This new partnership, like the one established for Ashegoda, illustrates very well that 
cooperation between our companies reaches well beyond the sole sale of turn key 
products. The desire of France, is to truly contribute to the development of Ethiopia, 
including in building its human and technological capacities.  
 
Excellency Prime minister, Ladies and gentlemen,  
Beyond the technological and economical stakes, Ashegoda is emblematic of the 
type of development that Ethiopia has chosen. Your country has adopted a very 
ambitious energy development plan in order to attain its remarkable potential. Your 
country is a natural leader when it comes to the development of renewable 
resources: wind, but also solar, geothermal and of course, hydroelectric energy. You 
also play a pioneering role, by demonstrating your determination to fight climate 
change.  
 
As you know, the European Union, and France in particular, are in the vanguard of 
this campaign, together with their African partners. The leading role of Ethiopia on 
these questions is highly appreciated, and we know the country will be one of the 
most outspoken representatives of the continent on the occasion of the follow up 
meeting to the Copenhagen Conference, that will be held in Paris in 2015. You have 
already taken, Prime Minister, the opportunity to evoke this question with the 
President of the French Republic, François  Hollande, on the occasion of your visit to 
Paris, then again, with the minister for development, Pascal Canfin, when he came to 
Addis Ababa last July.  We are very happy to be welcoming you next December to 
Paris, for the Elysée summit on peace and security in Africa, which will contain a 
substantial chapter on the fight against climate change. 
 
Mr Prime minister, Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
I will now wish a long and productive life to these wind turbines. They are, as Don 
Quixote could have put it poetically, magnificent and gentle giants, whose arms today 
rise in the service of the development of Ethiopia, and more particularly of Mekele, 
and of its region. 
 
We feel both pride and joy that France, a century after having linked Djibouti to Addis 
Ababa by railway, is thus able to demonstrate once again its friendship for Ethiopia 
and its will to stand by the country’s side in its sustained campaign for social and 
economic development. 


