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Minister of culture and tourism, 

President of the Amhara Regional States, 

Mayor of Gondar,  

Deputy Mayor of Vincennes 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is with great pleasure that I celebrate with you the inauguration of the renovated Ras Ghimb Castle. 

Upon the occasion of a visit to the works underway, shortly after my arrival in Ethiopia, I had already been 

able to appreciate the quality and precision of the restoration work that had been carried out. I am happy 

to reconfirm that first impression as I witness the superb result today! 

I wish to congratulate all thos who contributed to this remarkable achievement. 

1/ By revalorising the historic and cultural patrimony of Gondar, this project, jointly carried out by the local 

authorities of Gondar and the town of Vincennes, foremost aims for a sustainable economic and social 

development of the town of Gondar. Several priorities were identified for the renovation of this site, 

amongst which the promotion of the exchange of artistic and artisinal knowhow, the training of tourist 

guides, and the creation of promotion and communication activities. This project should also, with its new 

activities, create new jobs, in particular for the youth and for women. 

2/ I do believe that this project is a very sound example of what the cooperation between two cities, also 

known as “decentralized cooperation” in France, can accomplish in order to close the gap between 

cultures, and also continue to trace the contours of a common Franco-Ethiopian history. 

For indeed, if a few years ago, Vincennes and Gondar only really had in common some historical castles, 

they now share a common vision, to support the valorisation of Gondar’s patrimony, and in doing so, to 

work towards the citys’ future. 

They now share a common accomplishment, the renovation of the Ras Ghimb Castle. 

They also share a community  that links all those who worked together towards this common endeavour 

and who are rightly proud to have participated in this adventure. 

3/ From the very start of this adventure, the Embassy of France wished to support this initiative, both 

financially and technically. This tourist valorisation project was supported by an important financial aid 

from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

By the means of the Social Development Fund, the Embassy also gave its support to the creation of an 

arts and crafts center inside the perimeter of Ras Ghimb, which you can see the inception of today. 
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This initiative was also supported by the technical and intellectual expertise of the French Center for 

Ethiopian Studies (CFEE), whose researchers and teams strongly involved themselves in the preparation 

of the Ras Ghimb museum as well as in the preparation of a high quality tourist brochure for Gondar. This 

brochure lays out original discovery trails of the town for visitors to enjoy the beauty of the city as well as 

the hospitality of its people. 

Finally, the Franco-Ethiopian Alliance of Addis Ababa also participated in the training of local tourist guide 

by giving them French language classes. 

4/ For the Embassy of France, this project inscribes itself inside a “ territorial diplomacy,” that is to say a 

diplomacy that strives to create stronger cultural, economical and  social links between two human 

communities.  

The Embassy is happy today to be able to find support in this domain with five solid « decentralised 

cooperations » : between Vincennes and Gondar of course, but also between Le Blanc-Mesnil and Debre 

Berhan, Villeurbanne and Dire Dawa, Charleville-Mézières and Harar, the greater Lyon connurbation and 

Addis Ababa. 

5/ Today I wish to warmly thank the towns of Vincennes and Gondar for really investing themselves in this 

beautiful cooperation project, of which the inauguration of Ras Ghimb and of its museum is an important 

milestone. I would like to particularly thank Ato Getahun, the director of the tourism bureau, as well as 

Guy Vindéou, the deputy Mayor of Vincennes, who between themselves carried the project forward over 

the last four years. I alos pay tribute to Simon Hardy, an international volunteer who worked here for two 

years. 

6/ Mr Mayor, I am convinced that in years to come we will see the continuation of these exchanges and 

observe an increase in Gondar’s tourism activities. In this matter, the construction, which is underway, of 

anarts and crafts center, is a decisive project for Amhara and Ethiopian crafts. It is a project that will 

enable the growth of a sustainable and fair tourism that benefits all. The Ras Ghimb Museum is for its 

part a wonderful memory and educational tool for future generations. 

I am proud that my country contributed to this very promising endeavour.Et Je suis sûre que mes 

nombreux compatiotes ici présents partagent ce sentiment de fierté. 

France stands ready to continue working with Ethiopia to develop its fantastic touristic potential, thus 

contributing to strengthening the longstanding friendship between our two countries and our two peoples. 

Thank you, 

And long life to Ras Ghimb !  


