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Excellences, Messieurs les députés, Messieurs le conseiller consulaire, Officiers, mes chers 
compatriotes, Mesdames et Messieurs, chers amis, 

Au nom de toute l’équipe de l’ambassade, j’aimerais vous souhaiter une chaleureuse bienvenue à 
la Résidence de France.  

On behalf of the Embassy’s team, I am very happy to welcome you all. We are honoured and 
touched by your presence on our national day at the Residence of France. This residence is a 
symbol of the longstanding and friendly relations between France and Ethiopia, and I invite you to 
discover our brochure on the history of the Embassy.  

For me this reception is a particular moment, since this is my last Bastille day in Addis-Ababa. After 
5 celebrations, I believe you deserve to hear another voice next year!  

It has been an honour and a privilege to represent my country in Ethiopia. I was fortunate enough to 
visit all regions of this fascinating country and to discover the richness of its peoples and traditions, 
the beauty of its landscapes and culture. But what struck me most was the hospitality, the energy 
and the courage of the Ethiopian people. Their creativity and dynamism, if free to fully express, are 
great assets for the future of the country.  

During my 4 years, it was gratifying to see Ethiopia rising, economically and politically, and to see 
cooperation with my country dramatically expanding, as demonstrated by the many visits of French 
officials, in particular the President of the Republic.  

In Addis-Ababa, the political capital of Africa, I also had the unique opportunity to see Africa rising 
as an important actor on the international stage, through its union, the African Union. “African 
solutions to African problems” is a motto my country fully shares and we are proud to cooperate with 
the AU.  

Today, I would like to express my gratitude to the Ethiopian authorities as well as the leaders of the 
AU (hoping they can hear me from Kigali) for the quality of the dialogue and cooperation I have 
enjoyed during my term. I also warmly thank my colleagues from the diplomatic community and all 
of you, for making those 4 years, unforgettable years.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On Bastille Day, the French people celebrate the values of their Revolution: liberty, equality, 
fraternity. They are now universal values.  

We must defend these values because they are threatened by fanatics who wish to impose 
intolerance and hatred and resort to terrorism. Last year my country came under attack and 
deplored many victims. France remains a target. In this security context, we were proud to 
successfully organize a historical COP21 as well as a wonderful European soccer tournament, 
without major incidents, except for the defeat of our fantastic team (congratulations to Portugal !). 

Terrorists, fanatics, are active everywhere, including in Africa. France commends the courageous 
actions of our African friends against terrorist groups, actions conducted with the support of the AU, 
the EU and the UN. We are proud to assist our African partners in the Sahel region, where a 
number of our troops paid the ultimate sacrifice, as some did in the CAR.  

We also commend the remarkable commitment of Ethiopia to peace on the continent. As the first 
contributor in the world to PKOs, Ethiopia will bring a unique experience to the UNSC and we look 
forward to working even more closely with you for the sake of peace and security. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The year that passed was marked by a very promising development. At the Paris Climate 
Conference, a historical, universal and ambitious agreement was reached, enabling us to hand over 
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a livable planet to future generations. Africa and Ethiopia greatly contributed to this success and we 
know that Ethiopia intends to continue to show the way, with the support of its climate partners, 
such as France.  

Sustainable development is now a crucial element of our policy. It inspires the actions of the French 
Agency for Development (AFD) in Ethiopia, which especially focuses on renewable energy and 
sustainable cities. Some notable illustrations are support to waste-management at Sendafa or to 
bus rapid transit system of Addis-Ababa, as well as development of wind or geothermal energy.  

Companies based in France are also bringing their contribution to the implementation of Ethiopia’s 
green growth strategy. Ethiopian Airlines just received from Toulouse its first Airbus, which emits a 
quarter less than equivalent aircrafts. Peugeot is offering its latest cars which are cleaner and safer 
- I invite you to discover them as well as the stands of our many sponsors, whom I warmly thank for 
their great contribution to our party-.  

More and more French companies are doing business and investing in Ethiopia. We are working 
hard to interest them, with our annual Business Forum and the recently opened office of Business-
France, assisting SME’s. The French presence is expanding with the arrival of Expertise-France 
and soon of Campus-France, devoted to attracting more Ethiopian students to France. 

Many of the students come from the Lycée Gebre Mariam, a school of excellence which is 
modernizing its facilities, thanks to the extension of its lease for 50 years, with the cooperation of 
the ministry of education and of the municipality. Other students started French in pilot classes in 
secondary schools or at the Alliance.  

The Alliance also remains a pioneer when it comes to offering a stage to Ethiopian artists or art 
curators. For the first time, 3 of them were recently awarded the Order of Arts and Letters, as 
recognition of their talents: the extremely famous singer Mahmoud Ahmed, who honours us with his 
presence, the dancer Melaku Belay, and the curator Meskerem Assegued. We warmly congratulate 
them.  

Mes chers compatriotes,  

L’action de la France en Ethiopie ne serait rien sans la vôtre, vous qui contribuez au quotidien à 
tisser des liens étroits avec le pays-hôte et à promouvoir l’image et l’influence de notre pays. Je 
tiens à vous en remercier très sincèrement.  

Je voudrais en particulier saluer votre conseiller consulaire, qui est très attentif aux besoins de nos 
compatriotes, en particulier les plus fragiles d’entre eux. L’ambassade entretient avec vous une 
relation de grande confiance et je vous en remercie. Je salue aussi les responsables des 
associations françaises pour leur action au service de nos concitoyens                                                                                                            
, ainsi que nos chefs d’îlots, toujours mobilisés. Loin de la France, vous incarnez les idéaux de 
fraternité et de solidarité chers à notre pays. Merci aussi à nos médecins et avocat conseil.  Sachez, 
mes chers compatriotes, que nous restons à l’écoute de vos préoccupations, comme le sont les 
parlementaires et ministres qui viennent à votre rencontre. 

J’aimerais enfin remercier et féliciter l’équipe de l’ambassade pour la qualité de son travail et 
l’engagement à remplir sa mission, qui va souvent bien au-delà du devoir. J’ai été très fière de 
diriger une aussi belle équipe. 

Souhaitant à toutes et à tous une très belle fête, je vous invite maintenant à écouter l’hymne 
éthiopien puis La Marseillaise.  

Vive l’Ethiopie, Vive l’Union Africaine !  

Vive la République, Vive la France ! 


